	Unit 9
	Imperialism




DOCUMENT 1:
Paul Leroy-Beaulieu: On Imperialism (1891) 
 
“The present-day world is composed of four different categories in terms of types of civilization. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The first is that of Western civilization--our own part. A second part is inhabited by people of a different civilization, but organized in compact, coherent and stable societies and destined by their history and present character to govern themselves--the Chinese and Japanese peoples for example. In the third part live peoples advanced enough in some respects, but ones which have either deteriorated or ones that have not been able to.... Finally, a great part of the world is inhabited by barbarian tribes or savages, some given over to wars without end and to brutal customs, and others knowing so little of the arts and being so little accustomed to work and to invention that they do not know how to exploit their land and its natural riches. They live in little groups, impoverished and scattered, in enormous territories which could nourish vast numbers of people with ease. 

This state of the world implies for the civilized people a right of intervention . . . In the affairs of the peoples of the last two categories. “









DOCUMENT 15: 

Mark Twain, Returning Home, an article in New York World (1900) 
 
“You ask me about what is called imperialism. Well, I have formed views about that 
question…I don't think that it is wise or a necessary development. We have no more business in… any other country that is not ours. There is the case of the Philippines.  I have tried hard, and yet I cannot for the life of me comprehend how we got into that mess. Perhaps we could not have avoided it -- perhaps it was inevitable that we should 
come to be fighting the natives of those islands -- but I cannot understand it, and have never been able to get at the bottom of the origin of our resentment towards the natives. 

I thought we should act as their protector -- not try to get them under our control. We were to relieve them from Spanish rule to enable them to set up a government of their own, and we were to stand by and see that it got a fair trial. It was not to be a government according to our ideas, but a government that represented the feeling of the majority of the Filipinos, a government according to Filipino ideas. That would have been a worthy mission for the United States. 

But now -- why, we have got into a mess, a quagmire from which each fresh step renders the difficulty of getting out immensely greater.” 








DOCUMENT 3:

This excerpt was written by American Senator A.J. Beveridge in 1898.

“American factories are making more than the American people can use; American soil is producing more than they can consume. Fate has written our policy for us; the trade of the world must and shall be ours. . . . We will establish trading posts throughout the world as distributing points for American products. We will cover the ocean with our merchant marines. We will build a navy to the measure of our greatness. . . .”


























DOCUMENT 4:

In this excerpt, author Parker T. Moon pointed out which groups were most interested in imperialism.
 
”The makers of cotton and iron goods have been very much interested in imperialism. This group of import interests has been greatly strengthened by the demand of giant industries for colonial raw materials. . . . Ship-owners demand coaling stations for their vessels and naval bases for protection. To these interests may be added the makers of armaments and of uniforms. The producers of telegraph and railway material and other supplies used by the government in its colony may also be included. . . . Finally, the most powerful business groups are the bankers. Banks make loans to colonies and backward countries for building railways and steamship lines.”




















DOCUMENT 5:

Cecil Rhodes, on African Imperialism:

“I contend that we [Britons] are the finest race in the world, and the more of the world we inhabit, the better it is for the human race. . . . It is our duty to seize every opportunity of acquiring more territory and we should keep this one idea steadily before our eyes that more territory simply means more of the Anglo-Saxon race, more of the best, the most human, most honourable race the world possesses.”




























DOCUMENT 13:

US President William McKinley on the Philippines. 

“We could not leave them (Filipinos) to themselves. They were unfit for self-government. There was nothing left for us to do but to take them over. Then we would be able to educate the Filipinos. We could uplift and civilize and Christianize them. . . .”






























DOCUMENT 7:

Phan Thanh Gian, governor of a region in Vietnam, retranslation from Focus on World History: The Era of the First Global Age and Revolution, Walch Publishing, 2002 (adapted)

“Now, the French come, with their powerful weapons of war, to cause dissension among us. We are weak against them; our commanders and our soldiers have been vanquished. . . . The French have immense warships, filled with soldiers and armed with huge cannons. No one can resist them. They go where they want, the strongest ramparts [walls, fortifications] fall before them.”
























DOCUMENT 12:

Capt. F. D. Lugard, African Explorer and Colonial Administrator, 1893 

“It is sufficient to reiterate [repeat] here that, as long as our policy is one of free trade,  we are compelled to seek new markets; for old ones are being closed to us by  hostile tariffs*, and our great dependencies, which formerly were the consumers of our goods, are now becoming our commercial rivals. It is essential in a great colonial and commercial empire like ours that we go forward or go backward.  To allow other nations to develop new fields, and to refuse to do so ourselves, is to go backward; and this is the more deplorable…” 

*Tariffs are taxes countries place on imports or exports






















DOCUMENT 9:

Rule, Britannia was a popular British song celebrating the British Navy in the 1700s and 1800s

When Britain first, at heaven’s command, 
Arose from out the azure main, 
Arose, arose, arose from out the azure [blue] main. 
This was the charter, the charter of the land, 
And guardian angels sang the strain. 
 
Rule Britannia! 
Britannia rule the waves. 
Britons never, never, never shall be slaves.






















DOCUMENT 10:

French economist Charles Gide writing in 1885

“If we consider particularly the case of France the arguments of the adversaries of a colonial policy take on a special force. 

First, regarding population migration, France has no one to spare. Its population is sparse and grows so slowly that it is only foreign immigration that will fill the country. France ... has no merchandise to export. French industry specializes in making expensive and high quality goods.  It is not for selling to the Chinese who live on a fistful of rice, nor for the Blacks of the Congo who dress in a swatch of cotton cloth…

The profits that the people living in a country make from starting colonies appears uncertain; the profit that the government could make seems even more problematic.  The revenue (money, profit) is the goal that governments pursue when setting up colonies, but experience teaches them that this is a mirage.”
















DOCUMENT 20:

John A. Hobson, a British economist and writer, published Imperialism: A  Study in 1902

“Although the new Imperialism has been bad business for the nation, it has been good business for certain classes and certain trades within the nation. The vast expenditure [spending]on armaments [weapons], the costly wars, the grave risks and embarrassments of foreign policy, the stoppage of political and social reforms within Great Britain, though fraught with great injury to the nation, have served well the present business interests of certain industries and professions.

If the millions of dollars which may now be taken as a minimum expenditure on armaments in time of peace were subjected to a close analysis, most of it would be traced directly to the cashboxes of certain big firms engaged in building warships and transports, equipping and coaling them, manufacturing guns, rifles, and ammunition, supplying horses, wagons, food, clothing for the services, contracting for barracks, and for other large irregular needs.”














DOCUMENT 19:

A letter from British missionary John G. Paton about the New Hebrides Islands, a group of islands in the South Pacific now known as the nation of Vanuatu (1883) 

“The thirteen islands of this group on which life and property are now comparatively safe, the 8,000 professed Christians on the group, and all the churches formed from among them are, by God’s blessing, the fruits of the labors of British missionaries, who, at great toil, expense, and loss of life have translated, got printed, and taught the natives to read the Bible in part or in whole in nine different languages of this group, while 70,000 at least are longing and ready for the gospel. 

On this group twenty-one members of the mission families died or were murdered by the savages in beginning God’s work among them, not including good Bishop Peterson, of the Melanesian mission, and we fear all this good work would be lost if the New Hebrides fall into other than British hands.”
















DOCUMENT 18:

“The Rhodes Colossus”

[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/e/ec/Punch_Rhodes_Colossus.png/790px-Punch_Rhodes_Colossus.png]


DOCUMENT 8:

Lipton Tea Advertisement, 1890  (Ceylon was controlled by the British for about 150 years, now called the nation of Sri Lanka)

[image: http://nbtea.co.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Lipton-Press-Advert-1892.jpg]











DOCUMENT 6:

Political cartoon, 1890s regarding China

[image: http://www.cityofart.net/bship/china_cartoon.gif]














DOCUMENT 14:

Open Shaft mining in Kimberly, South Africa 1872

[image: ]
















DOCUMENT 2:

German flag flying in Cameroon, 1891

[image: ]


DOCUMENT 16:

Map of Africa published in Europe prior to 1854

[image: ]







DOCUMENT 17:

“The Partition of China”, 1897

The Heathen Chinee!  The Heathen Chinee!
What a channel for Christian Expansion is he
Then Ho! For the Flowery Land of the East, 
Like vultures we’ll swoop on the promising feast.
Commission your Navies, ye Nations so free
To bear the true light to the Heathen Chinee

If Russia ‘makes converts’, it’s perfectly clear
We need for ‘converting’ a well-defined sphere
If Germany’s ‘missions’ hold meetings for prayer,
So Christian a work ‘tis our duty to share.
Incidentally, too, there is cash to be made;
There’s naught like Religion to stimulate Trade












DOCUMENT 11:
Images of the Ivory Trade in the Congo, 1800s
[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_FA0ddihaYFE/TIRA1dlcCBI/AAAAAAAAAA4/JhiLTIi7pNY/s1600/ivory.jpg]
[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f4/Ivory_trade.jpg]
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Direct from the Tea Garden to the Tea Pot.
No Middlemen’s Profits to Pay.

RICH, PURE, & FRAGRANT.

= and l 4 per 1b.

THE FINEST TEA THE WORLD CAN PRODUGE

7 per 1b.

WO HIGHER PRICE.

OVER ONE MILLION PACKETS SOLD WEEKLY.

SPECIAL NOTICE.—Delivered Carriage Paid for an extra 3
por Ib. 10 any address in Great Britain on ordevs of 5 Ib. and
‘upwards. Samples sent free on Application.

A GUARANTEE.—Monoy returned in full if Tea does not give perfect
satisfaction in every way.

LIPTON,
Tea & Coffee Planter, CEYLON.

Sole Proprietor of the following celebrated Tea and Coffee Fstates in
Ceylon — Dambatenne, _Laymastotte,  Monerakande, _Mahadambatenne,
Mousakelle, Pooprassié, Hanagalla, and Gigranella, which cover thousands
of acres of the best Tea land in Ceylon.

Tea and Coffee Shipping Warchouses: Muddema Mills, Gionamon Gardens,

Colombo.
Ceylon Office: Upper Chathim Strect, Colombo.
Indian Office and Shipping Warehouses: 5, Lyons Range, Calcutta.

General Offices: BATH ST., CITY RD., LONDON, E.C.
LONDON BRA

Angel House, Tslington, N.; 203,
210 and 242, Edgvare Road, W.;

S.W. 87, Ohuisp Strect, Poplar

Rye Lane, Peckham; 321, Walworth Road: 144, Trafalgar Road, Bast

ich; 19, High Street, Deptford; 245, High Street, Camden :
125, Lambeth Walk, Lambeth; High Road, Tottenham; 18 and 20, Strutton
Ground, Westminster; 23, 'Wandsworth Road; 11, Seven_Sisters Road,
Tollowdy; Angel Lane, Stratford; High St arlesden, Willesden
Junc 151, King Street, Hummer Valthamstow ;
o3, h-End_Road, Fulkam; 4, N vdon’; 63, New Cut,
Lambeth; 182, High Street, Stoke Newington;, 6, Little Pulteney Street, Soho
11, Chapel Strect, Somers Town; 1, Hate Stret, Woclwich; 148, Salmon’s
Tane, Limehouse, B ; 254, Barking Road, Canning Town, E.

AND BRANCHES THROUGHOUT GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.

ILLUSTRATED

LONDON
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